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The First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.

ready are contracted. University at Buf-
falo environmental studies moved the
project forward.

Now, as a last gasp, the American
Bird Conservancy has come forward to
claim the windmill project will “deci-
mate the local eagle population.” (For
the record, a separate organization, the
National Audubon Society, favors wind
energy and works with green projects.)

The truth is that what few eagles
summer in Orleans County actually nest
and feed more than 10 miles to the east
on the large impoundments of the fed-
eral refuge, where there are plenty of
fish and large nesting trees. Overwinter-
ing birds seek the Niagara River and
other open water – not the frozen ponds
in Barre. 

If the Bird Conservancy can stop Her-
itage Wind, all clean air energy projects
are in jeopardy. Senators Schumer and
Gillibrand, Governor Hochul, Senator
Ortt, and Assembly member Stephen
Hawley need to step in. 

It’s time to protect the planet and the
health of all western New Yorkers.

Joseph N. Weiss
Albion 

Democratic Party does not want
to make America a socialist
country

It’s a good time for the Democrats to
expose what Paul Krugman, winner of
the 2008 Nobel Prize in Economics, re-
fers to as the “dishonest political strate-
gy” used by conservative Republicans:
calling most (if not all) congressional
Democrats names like “socialists,”
“communists,” “Marxists,” “far-leftists,”
and “radical-leftists.”

I do not believe that any of the Demo-
crats are true socialists. They are “social
Democrats” just as most of our allies are
in Canada, Australia, Western Europe
and Scandinavia. What Democrats real-
ly want is simply to make our country
more like our allies in that their federal
governments do more and spend more
(in proportion to population size) on so-
cial programs in order to help their lower
and middle classes be able to pay their
bills and receive good-quality health
care.

I know that some Americans actually
believe that the Democrats want to
abolish our market-based capitalist
economic system. Democrats know that
a truly socialist economy has never
worked or been successful in any large-
scale society.

Don’t fall for this right-wing propa-
ganda. Conservative Republicans just
want to scare the American people, and
that is why they keep telling this lie.

Stewart B. Epstein
Rochester

Reader wanted more information
on vaccination-related photo

I must admit to scanning articles
quickly sometimes when reading your
newspaper. Sometimes a photo will will
catch my eye. 

When I saw your article recently
headlined “Boosters for all adults await
go-ahead” and I saw the photo of a
woman getting a shot in both arms at
the same time, I stopped and read the
article.

Nowhere in the article did it explain
the picture. With so much mis-informa-
tion about the vaccine, don’t you think
you could have been clearer about what
was going on in the photo? My assump-
tion is that the photo showed someone
getting the flu shot and COVID booster
shot.

You can do better.
Tracy Ammerman
Rochester
Editor’s note: Here is the photo cap-

tion information that should have pub-
lished describing the scene in the photo
published on Page 12A Friday, Nov. 19,
and reprinted today on this page: “Dr.
Lilian Abbo, center, receives a flu vac-
cine and a Pfizer COVID-19 booster shot
at Jackson Memorial Hospital Tuesday,
Oct. 5, 2021, in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne
Sladky)”

Former teacher’s letter points to
need for changes in city schools

Reflecting on the letter of a veteran
teacher published Nov. 14 and the rea-
sons why she decided to retire.

When a disruptive student, obvious-
ly needing psychological counseling,
was sent to the principals office, only to
be returned with instructions that “she
deal with it” – in essence saying to her
forget those students trying to learn,
she decided that was enough.

With issues of this type pervading
the system, what will it take for the
Rochester City School District superin-
tendent and/or Board of Education to
recognize the system is in need of re-
pair?

This is but one example of a caring
experienced teacher, and there are oth-
ers, who daily find themselves in similar
situations and who are unwilling to
“blow the whistle” for fear of jeopardiz-
ing their own career and livelihood.

Looking forward, and considering
the union’s no-confidence vote, how
many recent college graduates would
give a thought to joining the RCSD?

Will it be status quo or action?
Lou Kime
Webster

D&C should have noted
assassination anniversary 
Monday

I find it appalling that the D&C can’t
even mention that on this day, Nov. 22,
in 1963, the president of these United
States, John F. Kennedy, was assassi-
nated. 

This was monumental and should
never be forgotten. Do we care so little
about our history?

Linda Merk
Rochester

Disappearance of shopping bags
raises questions about human
decency

I never thought I’d say this, but I’m
losing faith in people. And why?

It’s a lot of things capped off by a bad
experience I had last week at an area
discount grocery store. I took two cloth
grocery bags with me, put them in my
cart and shopped for Thanksgiving
items. When I went to check out, they
were gone. I believe someone stole them
while I shopped. 

This event, which some people might
think is minor, makes me worry about
so much else happening in our country. I
wish we could return to the times when
we were loving, thoughtful, hard work-
ing and trusting. I’m not sure it’s going
to happen.

I sometimes think there are two
kinds of people in America, those who
look outward and care about family,
friends and others, and those that look
inward and only care about themselves
and material things. Maybe too many
Americans are in this second group to-
day.

Walter Mendrick
Rochester

Opposition to Orleans County
wind project is concerning

The Heritage Wind Project in Orleans
County has spent six years working
with our local farmers, town officials,
and state agencies to emplace a series of
clean energy-producing windmills in
the town of Barre. 

Forthcoming dividends to local
schools, governments and charities al-

INBOX

Dr. Lilian Abbo, center, receives a flu vaccine from Nicholas Torres, left, and a
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 booster shot from Douglas Houghton, right, at
Jackson Memorial Hospital on Oct. 5 in Miami. LYNNE SLADKY, AP
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What’s the first thing that you notice
when you walk into a room? 

For me, as a visibly plus-sized wom-
an, I look at the chairs. If the chairs
have arms, I become anxious as I antic-
ipate the possible public embarrass-
ment of not being able to fit comfort-
ably in the chair and then having to re-
quest another seating accommodation.

If the chairs are armless, then I am
still anxious as I question the weight
capacity of the chairs. Yes, chairs must
be a part of the public and organiza-
tional discourse on diversity, equity
and inclusion efforts.

Somehow, as we have begun to cre-
ate new organizational protocols sur-
rounding diversity efforts, many or-
ganizations have excluded accessibili-
ty. I jokingly say to folks that we pur-
posefully refer to diversity, equity, and
inclusion efforts using the acronym
D.E.I. because if we said “diversity, in-
clusion, and equity,” then the acronym
would spell D.I.E.

Unfortunately, many of our commu-
nity’s diversity efforts are just that:
dead on arrival. But by intentionally in-
corporating access or accessibility to
strategic plans, our organizations illus-
trate their commitment to diversity
I.D.E.A.s in the broad sense and are tru-
ly willing to work as A.I.D.E.s to ensure
that the efforts are substantive. 

Creating spaces that are accessible

and accommodating allows employees,
clients and other stakeholders, to show
up and immediately be rock stars. By
creating anonymous survey tools, to be
disseminated prior to a meeting or
event, your organization can ensure
that participants’ needs will be met
without them being signaled out upon
their arrival. While the list of accom-
modations that individuals may poten-
tially need cannot be totally compre-
hensive, your organization can always
start somewhere.

Ask your employees, clients, or ex-
ternal stakeholders what types of ac-
commodations would make their job
easier or enhance their performance.
An organization cannot be inclusive if
it is not accommodating. 

For many folks with various visible
and invisible disabilities, their disabil-
ity is their super power. Given the right
accommodations at work, their pro-
ductivity and creativity will increase
exponentially because not only do they
need those things to be successful, but
they will also feel a strong sense of be-
longing. 

It is possible that your organization’s
turnover rate is high or you have diffi-
culty attracting new employees be-
cause all of your efforts are focused on
diversity, equity and inclusion with
neither a substantive plan to ensure the
retention of your “diverse” employees
nor providing basic accessibility tools.

This is just one I.D.E.A. 
Laurýn Tamar Minter of Rochester is

a salonniere who curates spaces that
change the world though inspired dis-
cussions and data analysis.

Employers can do more to
accommodate workers’ needs

Your Turn
Laurýn Tamar Minter 

Guest columnist

A recent Democrat & Chronicle front
page announced food insecurity for
many veterans as we move into the
winter. Some 160,000 veterans are food
insecure, a euphemism for hungry. 

Some 50,000 veterans are house-
less. Depression, PTSD and other men-
tal illnesses and suicide plague those
who have served. 

Twenty years of war in Afghanistan
failed to meet our objectives. In 2019, a
trove of secret documents showed us
that we had been lied to about so-called
progress in Afghanistan. The Washing-
ton Post reported, “U.S. officials con-
stantly said they were making pro-
gress. They were not, and they knew it.”
Gen. Douglas Lute was quoted as say-
ing, “We were devoid of a fundamental
understanding of Afghanistan. We
didn’t know what we were doing.”

People of deep compassion around
the country are doing their best to sup-
port the veterans, the homeless, the Af-
ghan refugees who risked their lives to
help us. The system relies on people
like these to pick up the pieces. 

Yet in September, the U.S. House of
Representatives passed the National
Defense Authorization blueprint for
2022. It totaled $767.6 billion. Even af-
ter the failed war, President Biden pro-

posed an increase for the Pentagon. To
his increased budget, the House added
another $25 billion. 

A motion to reduce the whole budget
by 10% failed. Rep. Barbara Lee and
others offered an amendment to re-
move the extra $25 billion. This also
failed.

No, it is the war economy that has
failed. It is the system that funnels tax-
payers’ dollars to military contractors
that has failed. Congress has not inves-
tigated the failure. Our veterans are
bearing the failure. The whole nation is
suffering. 

All of our faith traditions tell us that
redemption starts when we admit our
failures, confess our sins, change our
minds. There is forgiveness and a new
path. You in Congress can do this. Our
beloved veterans and follow citizens
deserve it. 

The Rev. Alan Dailey is interim exec-
utive director of the Greater Rochester
Community of Churches Faith in Ac-
tion Network. The Rev. Richard Myers is
chair of the network’s Spirituality
Team.

US must acknowledge harm
caused by a flawed military

Your Turn
Alan Dailey and Richard Myers

Guest columnists

Military personnel lift a child Aug. 20
during an evacuation at Hamid Karzai
International Airport in Kabul,
Afghanistan. PHOTO PROVIDED
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